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ne of the most important cultural phenomena in the last quarter
Oof this century is the evident interest in teaching living languages
according to modern educational methods which meet the require-
ments of modern life.

The researches and studies, provided by the Arab linguists, in
this field, have so much influenced the Arabic language in a way that
has its fruitful result on teachers themselves.

Though these strenuous efforts have not yet come to an end, they
have actually been regarded successful.

Here, we can point out both the achievements and the
aspirations of these efforts. First, we are going to throw a light on the
main reasons behind the prodigious development that accompanied
the process of teaching foreign languages.

1. Cultural requirements:

The first of these reasons is the change that comes over the
conception of education.

For, in the past, and as a carried on over years, teaching living
languages was a mere complement to the classical human culture,
with its main purpose focused on teaching learners the way to
translate or read texts or extracts of some great well-known writers.
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Such a method was actually wrong, in the sense that it paid much
concern to classical language - neglecting its principal aim as a means
of communication.

It has recently become clear that the importance of a language is
not only limited within the narrow literary circle; it goes further to
reach a wider circle, that is, ‘language as a means of communication’.

2. World concord:

In addition to these. cultural necessities, we find that the
twentieth century communities, despite their conflicts and dispitutes,
begin to establish an understanding world, inevitably dependent on
language as a vital means of communication.

3. Students’ over density:

There 1s, also a social cultural element that has its influencial
effect on developing methods of teaching languages.

Such an element is serious enough to prove the case against the
traditional conception. So, new educational approaches have been
adopted.

4. The technological progress:

No doubt, technology has its accelerating impact on all branches
of life. It is regarded as a key role in bringing about some modern
educational systems of teaching languages: through audio-visual aids
as films, video-tapes, T.V. programmes and language labs.

But, it should be understood that these modern technical means
can not teach a foreign language in a period of some few weeks as
assumed by some institutes.

5. The pedagogical development:

The application of a certain theoretical cogitation on teaching
languages has helped educationalists to meet the social and cultural
requirements we have already mentioned above. [t has, also,
employed these new technical aids in a scientific practical manner.
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The result of such a development, achieved in the field of
linguistics after F.de Saussure, is that much concern has been paid to
the functional sides of a language rather than the study of its
philology. As a result, teachers have given great importance to the
nature of the language they are going to teach more than the methods
of teaching they are going to follow.

Before we shift over to the main principles of modern linguistics,
those principles that have corrected the educational conception along
with its teaching methods, we have first to elucidate some important
aspects that have so long been neglected by the traditional
educational methods.

1. The first aspect is that Arabic, as well as English or French,
is a living language, completely different from Latin or Greek which
are regarded as two constant Languages. It is, also, different from
Latin because the latter is only used as a written language and never
as a means of communication.

In this sense, Arabic, as a foreign language, should be taught in a
most different way, taking the following points into consideration:

(a) The basic aim of teaching Arabic, as a foreign language, is to
help its learner to acquire it as a means of communication.

Such an educational system must not begin with teaching
students the literary texts ‘masterpieces’ of the great well-known
writers.

Contrarily, a student’s attention must be focused on the speech
of habits, only secondarily on the writing - forms of classical writings.

(b) Another fault committed by some teachers of Arabic - as a
foreign language - is that they apply the same method they follow
with Arab students.

Obviously, Arabic as a second language must be dealt with in a
different way from that used with the natives.
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For, there is a big gap in skill and efficiency between these two
different groups.

Naturally, there is a crucial difference, as far as efficiency is
concerned, between an Arab child, at the age of three or six and a
forein child of the same age.

For, an Arab child has an ability to say and understand a lot of
sentences that are quite suitable to his age. Also, his grammatical
sense of a sentence structure; in addition to his vocabulary are
considerably good.

Here, we can offer a few examples that could reveal, to a great
extent, how far an Arab child’s linguistic efficiency is wider:

— An Arab child, at the age of five or six, can easily pronounce
or understand such sentences, if said in Arabic:

— The book is on the chair.
— My brother went to school.
— My sister is reciting the Qur’an.

No doubt, there are some difficulties that may confront an Arab
child, especially in the usage of verbs and pronouns.

Hence, teachers are recommended not to begin teaching Arabic
with concenterating on literary written styles. Also, a teacher has to
bear in mind that the Arabic syllabus assigned to Arabs could not be
appropriate to foreigners.

(¢) The problems of Arabic linguistics that foreign learners face
are not always the same.

A Pakistani or Persian, for instance, would not come across the

same difficulties an English or Italian faces.

Therefore, a teacher of Arabic, as a second language, has to be
acquainted with the native language of his learners.

2. The fundamentals of practical linguistics in teaching living
languages:
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(a) Language is not just mentioning words or a group of words
together without arranging them systematically. But, it depends on a
certain structure which submits to a deliberate system.

So, teaching a language means to teach these structures, not
teaching the vocabulary or grammar in isolation of patterns.

(b) A student must be taught the way to correspond to
communication. Also, teachers have to apply certain patterns so as to
show why one method of expression has to be chosen rather than the
other.

(¢c) Language, before all, is an oral means of communication. Its
main function, as the linguists put it, is the most highly developed
form of human communication through speech.

Thus, the oral system of teaching languages has been so much
promoted with a special emphasis on ‘phonetics’ and patterns.

3. Psychological accomplishments:

The accomplishments, achieved by psychologists, in the field of
education, are not, by no means, less than those made by linguists in
the field of modern linguistics.

Psychologists have actually presented two great services in the
field of teaching languages.

1. They have completed the data offered by the linguists, as
regards the nature of a language and the linguistic communication.

2. Secondly, teachers have made use of ‘applied psychological
researchers’ in the field of education, which have, by their turn, led to
the emergence of a new branch of science: ‘Psychological Linguistics’
or ‘Linguistic Psychology’.

Thus, the contributions offered by psychologists, in the field of
education have had their evident influence on the process of teaching.

In a word, psychology is, now, regarded as a key role in
promoting and developing methods of education, particularly in
teaching foreign languages.
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